                             Rally Report.

       North Yorkshire Classic rally. 1st Aug.

Sunday Aug 1st saw myself and Son Sam compete on our 3rd historic rally.

Unfortunately, this is why you didn’t see us on the Yorkshire Pudding Run. As the events clashed.

We opted to do the Run, which is a clubman status event using Tulip diagrams for the 140 mile regularity. The main event using a more traditional plot n bash type navigation.

The first test was at the start venue. Askham bryan College. A short and very tight teaser to wet our appetites.  The second test was on farm tracks just across the A64 at Copmanthorpe. Loved this one, just like a mini stage where I could just manage 4th gear before having to brake hard for a tight left hander. Road tyres are not the best things on gravel, as we found out and sent the photographers running into the field. (Cant wait to see the pic’s) From here we then did a regularity of some 15 or so miles around the Tadcaster area. This I am pleased to say we came in exactly on our time and cleaned the section. Another test at Tockwith airfield saw us really getting into the swing of things. Although the car would just not turn in on the loose. But I adapted my driving style to suit. i.e. chuck it in and use the rear wheels to steer! This seamed to work and we came away with a reasonable time.

More regularities to follow with a set of tests at Tholthorpe airfield near Easingwold, with an unusual off road regularity with 5 different speed changes throughout. Again, a good result with this left us feeling quite confident going into the lunch halt at Easingwold Football club.
After a heavy downpour the afternoon looked like it could be quite different to the first half, but the sun came out and things soon dried out.
Some more tests at Tholthorpe, which were more open and flowing than earlier, really had us with our foot down and grinning from ear to ear.

Several regularities later we found ourselves  back in the York area and one final test. A repeat of test 2 at Copmanthope. The plan hear was to ease of a little and preserve the car and not risk a not finish. Yeh, Right. 3-2-1 go.
Red rag to a bull. Just gunned it and had a massive moment when we hit a 
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compression in the track. Landed really heavy and heard a horrible noise underneath. When we pulled away from the finish, there was a knocking noise from the rear nearside, I thought we had burst a shocker, so the last 2 miles to MTC4 were probably the longest 2 miles of the Rally.

With time card handed it was time to assess the damage. Not too bad. The sump guard took most of the impact, but the exhaust down pipes are a little flatter on the bottom that I would like and the rear silencer was pressing on the bodywork. So a quick leaver with spanner cured the problem.

Results took some time, because of a  protests. But finals declared us to have finished 2nd overall and 1st in class. Which I can say, we were more that happy with. Our second award in as many events. And also an award for the least regularity penalties as well.

Next event. Yorkshire Revival rally. Sept 11th.
Graham & Sam Goodings.

