Performance versions of the Austin Rover/MG Rover Metro 
As the 1970s gave way to the 1980s, Austin Rover replaced British Leyland, and the cars of the decade of industrial unrest, and dubious design and quality control, were to be replaced by something more modern and desirable. Most of the 1980s was dominated by the ‘M’ cars – the Metro, Maestro, and Montego. 

In the 1970s there had been quite a baffling array of cars available from British Leyland – 

· Small car category – Austin Mini, Triumph 1300/1500/Dolomite/Toledo, Morris Marina, Austin Allegro 
· Medium size category there was the Austin Maxi, Austin Princess, Triumph 2000 & 2500, BMC 1800 & 2200, 
· Sportscars – Triumph TR6, Triumph TR7, Triumph Spitfire, Triumph GT6, MGB, MG Midget, Jaguar E-Type, Jaguar XJ-S, Triumph Stag

· Large category was the Rover P6 (production ending in 1977), and its successor the SD1, Jaguar/Daimler XJ6 & XJ12 
Anyone for some 1970s nostalgia? - 
http://www.tv-ark.org.uk/mivana/mediaplayer.php?id=a0fae808384a5537867674345effea9a&media=leylandcars1977&type=mp4
At the start of the 1980s certain cars from the previous decade were mildly re-styled and re-launched with new names – the Princess became the Ambassador, and the Marina became the Ital. There was then a collaboration with Honda, which resulted in a Triumph-badged version of the Honda Accord - called the Acclaim. This was no medium-term strategy, as to keep up with the competition what was needed was completely new cars. So along came the Metro in 1980, followed in 1983 by the Maestro and Montego.

In 1982 a ‘warm’ version of the Metro was released with an MG badge (no doubt to the derision of those marquee enthusiasts who yearned for a replacement to the MGB and MG Midget). It must be said, however that MG was not always associated with traditional two seater sports cars as a look at the MG 1100, MG 1300 and Magnette proves. Also, so-called ‘badge-engineering’ would return 20 years later with the MG ‘Z’ car hatches and saloons. 
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In the late 1980s, the Stokell household was a proud bastion of MG ownership. 
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A proud (and youthful) me with my second MG Metro, courtesy of Appleyards at Bradford.

In the early 1990s, Austin Rover entered into more extensive collaboration with Honda, which resulted in the Rover 200, 400 and 600 ranges. In 1991 the Maestro and Montego were phased out, and with them went the ‘MG’ name. The Metro, however, had a revamp in 1990 which resulted in the mk.3 version with the range topping Gti16v model (with 1.4 litre K series engine, initially in single-point fuel injection form, and a five speed gearbox.) 
Here we can see a slightly fuzzy copy of a period TV advert for the GTi Metro – http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ckSPhy6Qoas
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Metro No.3 (yes I was a bit of a fan!) – a GTi 16v (an MG in all but name)
In 1990, MG Rover produced two specially modified versions of the GTi called ‘Project Pride’ which, with power boosted up to 140bhp at 8,200rpm, broke 21 UK speed records in the 1100-1500cc class. On 29th June 2003, one of these cars - C138 JWO - was sold at an auction of vehicles from the British Motor Heritage Trust Museum (organised by Bonhams) for £2,415. More can be read about ‘Project Pride’ at this webpage - http://www.aronline.co.uk/r6pridef.htm 
The Metro name disappeared in 1994 when all cars were rebadged as either Rover 111 or 114 (the difference indicating engine size – 1.1 or 1.4 litre). A few cosmetic changes saw the car survive until 1997 when after poor performance on EuroENCAP tests it was withdrawn. 

As Austin Rover became MG Rover, the 200 became the 25, and the 400 the 45. Ten years after its disappearance, the MG brand was back with the ‘Z’ cars – MG ZR, MG ZS and MG ZT.  There was no room for a small MG though (the ZR being the ‘baby’ of the new range). 
There has been plenty of life after 1997 for the performance versions of the Metro however.
There is a lively tuning and modifying scene, with anything from the usual modifications to breathe more power out of the 1,275 A series and 1,396 K series engines, through to larger MG Rover engine transplants like the 1.8 K series engine. 

Here is a typical 1.8 K series VVC car - http://gallery.mg-rover.org/showgallery.php/cat/3079
A well known example of the big Metro is DAZ 362, owned by fellow-Yorkshireman Darren Booker.  For more information about this particular car, see the February 2010 edition of “MG Enthusiast” magazine, as well as the August 2010 issue of “Practical Performance Car” magazine.
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Darren Booker’s modified Metro at Pateley Bridge Classic Car Show on 9th August 2010.


The Metro makes an excellent cheap racing car, as is shown by the existence of The Drayton Manor Park MG Metro Cup (http://www.mgmetrocup.co.uk/), which is affiliated with the MG Car Club.

No summary of performance Metros should neglect to mention the Metro MG 6R4, which was created for rallying. A true v6 beast of a car, these specials sell for large amounts of money, and are well respected in their field.
So to sum up, the MG Metro (including the Turbo and standard GTi) weren’t market leaders in terms of performance, but what they did do was give young men (like myself) an affordable taste of Safety Fast (some of us anyway!), and an awareness of the MG brand.  The ‘M’ cars of the 1980s may be the least loved examples of a long heritage dating back to the 1920s, but they played their part in keeping the MG marque alive, and fostering future interest in MGs of all eras.
Further reading:  - 

Austin Rover Online - http://www.aronline.co.uk/
MG ‘M’ Group - http://www.mgcars.org.uk/mgm/
MG Owners Club - http://www.mgcars.org.uk/cambs.mgoc/fwd/metro.html
Metro MG 6R4 - http://www.6r4.net/site/index.php
	 
	Engine size (cc.)
	BHP
	0-60 time (secs.)
	Max speed (MPH)
	List price

	MG Metro
	1,275
	72
	12.2
	100
	 £6,6531

	Volkswagen Polo GT 
	1,272
	76
	11.1
	107
	 £9,3512

	MG Metro Turbo
	1,275 turbocharged
	93
	9.4
	110
	 £7,4761

	Citroen AX Sport 
	1,360
	95
	9.3
	110
	 £8,194

	Metro GTi 16v
	1,360
	103
	8.6
	116
	 £11,3402

	Vauxhall Nova GTE 
	1,598
	100
	9.1
	116
	 £10,250

	Ford Fiesta XR2i 
	1,596
	96
	8.9
	118
	£10,850 

	Peugeot 205 GTi (1.6)
	1,580
	113
	8.9
	121
	 £10,695

	Volkswagen Polo G40 
	1,272 supercharged
	114
	8.1
	122
	 £11,5682

	Renault 5 GT Turbo
	1,397
	118
	7.9
	127
	 £10,350

	Ford Fiesta RS Turbo 
	1,596 turbocharged
	133
	7.9
	130
	 £11,7312

	Metro GTi VVC
	1,796
	187
	 
	 
	 


All prices quoted are for 1990 unless otherwise indicated.

1 - 1987     2 - 1991
